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Prescott Valley, AZ Author Publishes Family History 
 

In This Book the Author Traces Her Family’s Mennonite Russian History 
 

Never Come Back, a new book by Karen Jensen, has been released by Dorrance Publishing Co., Inc. 

 

Karen Jensen grew up knowing she was living proof of her family’s miraculous survival. In Never 

Come Back, she shares her family’s extraordinary tale of deliverance and hope. 

 

In 1909, Aaron and Susanna Rempel were enjoying a peaceful life in Gnadenfeld, a Mennonite 

village in Russia. While wealthy, owning the first car the village had ever seen, the young family 

personified the Mennonite values of pacifism, hard work, and community. But World War I and 

Communist uprisings bankrupted the family, forcing them to Siberia. Despite being loyal citizens 

for a century, the Mennonites were at the mercy of the vicious Cheka secret police, the brutal Red 

Army, and savage bandits. 

 

Desperate to save his family, Aaron agreed to enlist in the Red Army in order to move his family 

back to Gnadenfeld. The family braved the deadly journey only to discover life in their village was 

just as brutal – neighbor betrayed neighbor and disease and famine were rampant. The Rempel 

family struggled to maintain their culture, but under the Bolshevik government, their lives were 

repeatedly threatened. In 1922, they began the long process of immigrating to America – a land of 

hope and freedom, but a journey that would be even more dangerous than what had come before. 

 

Rich with details of daily life as well as the horrors of war and Communism, Never Come Back is an 

intimate look at one family’s survival during the catastrophes of war and revolution. 

  

About the Author 
Karen Jensen grew up hearing about how her pacifist Grandfather Aaron Rempel became a Russian 

officer to save his life and the lives of his wife and children. Her mother, Gonja, began writing the 

story before her death. Jensen took over for her mother and this book was born from her family’s 

audio interviews, memoirs, diaries, and genealogies. Never Come Back shares the many mercies her 

family received from God. Jensen lives with her husband and three cats in Prescott, Arizona. She 

enjoys the beautiful nature and the history of Wyatt Earp and Doc Holliday in the area. 

 

Never Come Back is a 346-page paperback with a retail price of $35.00. The ISBN is 978-1-4809-

8382-3. It was published by Dorrance Publishing Co., Inc of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. For more 

information, or to request a review copy, please go to our virtual pressroom at 

www.dorrancepressroom.com or our online bookstore www.bookstore.dorrancepublishing.com. 
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