
 

585 Alpha Drive, Suite 103, Pittsburgh, PA 15238                                                                                                          
T 412.288.4543  F 412.387.1319  www.dorrancepublishing.com 

Dille, WV Author Publishes Novel 
 

In This Novel a Woman Must Deal with Double Standards while Teaching in 1930s West 

Virginia 
 

Something There Is, a new book by Leona Gates Griffith, has been released by Dorrance Publishing 

Co., Inc. 

 

In December 1939, recent college graduate Ramona Campbell leaves her family for a teaching job 

in the coal mining town of Winn-Slope, West Virginia. As Ramona begins a new chapter of her life, 

she learns to navigate the challenges of her job and life in the town. But her major challenge is one 

that she can’t seem to get a grip on: what to do about Geoff Hamrick. Their up-and-down 

relationship leaves Ramona wanting to be rid of him while at the same time wanting to be with him. 

 

Something There Is is a fascinating look at the late 1930s in West Virginia, where there were two 

different sets of standards: one for the general public and one for female teachers. 

  

About the Author 
Leona Gates Griffith was born in the little mining town of Filbert, West Virginia, in 1915. Her 

family moved to Williamson and then Fairmont, where Leona graduated from high school and 

Fairmont State College. In 1939, she moved to Widen, West Virginia, to teach in the high school 

there, teaching English, French, Latin, journalism, drama, physical education, and home economics. 

She taught in several different schools while raising her three sons with her husband, Ted, until her 

retirement in 1979. Griffith passed away in 2013. 

 

Something There Is is a 294-page hardcover with a retail price of $26.00. The ISBN is 978-1-4809-

9278-8. It was published by Dorrance Publishing Co., Inc of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. For more 

information, or to request a review copy, please go to our virtual pressroom at 

www.dorrancepressroom.com or our online bookstore www.bookstore.dorrancepublishing.com. 
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